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Linguistics 685.  
Languages in Contact.

Fall 2008.

T  R 1.30 - 2.20 pm. 
Jennings 140
Instructor: Donald Winford.

Office: Oxley 207.
Office hours: WF 2.00 - 3.30pm or by appointment.
e-mail: dwinford@ling.ohio-state.edu

Course Description:

This is a graduate-level introduction to the study of language contact and its outcomes, as well as the social and linguistic factors that regulate contact-induced changes.
We will examine a wide range of language contact phenomena from both general linguistic and sociolinguistic perspectives, and survey current approaches to all of the major types of contact-induced change. We will consider both the linguistic and social aspects of the contact situation and how they affect the outcomes, with special attention to the general processes and principles that are at work in all cases of language contact. 

We can in general distinguish three broad kinds of contact situation: those involving language maintenance with varying degrees of bilingualism, those involving language shift or second language acquisition, and those that lead to the creation of new contact languages. However, there are many situations that cannot be classified so readily. Some are characterized by interplay between maintenance and shift, while others involve types of interaction and mutual accommodation, which makes it difficult to place them in a single category. Similar difficulties arise in the case of the so-called “new” contact languages, pidgins, creoles, and bilingual mixed languages.

How can we explain contact phenomena? What combinations of social and linguistic influences conspire to produce them? What kinds of situation promote one type of outcome rather than another? We will attempt to answer questions like these in a unified empirical and theoretical framework within which both the outcomes and the processes and principles at work in each case can be identified and compared.

Objectives.

1.
To provide students with a broad overview of the field of Contact Linguistics and introduce them to various approaches to the study of language contact and its outcomes.

2.
To introduce students to the basic methodologies employed in the study of language contact, using an interdisciplinary approach that draws on Sociolinguistics, Comparative/Historical Linguistics, models of bilingual language mixture, theories of Second Language Acquisition, and theories of pidginization and creolization. 

3.
To provide a foundation for more advanced work in the various areas of Contact Linguistics.

Texts: 
1. Winford, Donald. 2003. An Introduction to Contact Linguistics. Oxford: Blackwell.


2. Readings available on CARMEN.

Academic Misconduct: It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The term “academic misconduct” includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations. Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487). For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/info_for_students/csc.asp).

Disability Services: Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/
Course requirements:

A: Written Assignments:

1.
A final Research Paper - preferably a study of a specific contact situation or outcome of language contact, or some issue in contact linguistics. To be presented in class during the last week. -- 40% of Final Grade.

2. 
A mid-term progress report of about 3 - 4 pages on the final research paper (20% of final grade)

3. 
Five brief (one-page) summaries of required readings, including at least 3 questions that you think the paper raises. (25% of final grade). 

B: Class Participation:

1.
Class presentation of the final research paper (schedule to be decided in class). (10% of final grade).

2.
One summary to be presented in class, for discussion, (5%).

Students are invited to consult with me on their choice of readings and topics for these assignments.

Schedule of Lecture Topics and Readings.

Week 1 (9/25):


Survey of course syllabus, goals, etc.

Reading: 

Textbook, Chap. 1,

Thomason, S. 1997. A typology of contact languages.

Week 2 (9/30-10/2)

A framework for discussing language contact. 


Internal vs Contact-induced Change; 


Weinreich’s and Thomason & Kaufman’s frameworks.

Reading: 

Weinreich. Languages in contact, Chaps. 1 & 2.

Thomason & Kaufman. 1988. Chapter 3.

Week 3 (10/7-9)


Van Coetsem’s framework for contact-induced change..


Borrowing vs imposition.


The analysis of borrowing

Reading:

Textbook, Chap. 2.


Van Coetsem. Loan Phonology etc. Chapter 1. 


Haugen, E. 1950b. The analysis of linguistic borrowing. 

First summary due Tuesday 10/7.
Week 4 (10/14-16):


Code-switching.

Reading:


Textbook. Chapters 4 & 5.


Myers-Scotton 1997 on code-switching.


Muysken, Pieter. Code-switching processes

Second summary due Tuesday 10/14.
Week 5 (10/21-23): 


Bilingual Mixed languages. 


Language Maintenance and structural convergence. Sprachbünde.

Reading:


Textbook, Chapters 3 & 6.


Muysken 1997. Media Lengua


Campbell et al. MesoAmerica as a linguistic area. 

Third summary due Tuesday 10/21
Week 6 (10/28-30):


Second Language acquisition. Language Shift.

Reading:


Textbook. Chapter 7.


Ellis “Language Transfer”


Nemser, W. Language contact and foreign language acquisition.

Mid-term progress report due Tuesday 10/28.
Week 7 (11/4-6): 


"Indigenized" varieties, and World Englishes.

Reading:


Textbook. Chapter 7.


Gupta, A. 1992. Contact features of Singapore Colloquial English.

Week 8 (11/11-13):


Pidgins. Social contexts of pidgin formation. Structural characteristics of pidgins

Reading: 


Textbook, Chap. 8.


Broch & Jahr 1984  Russenorsk. 


van der Voort. New light on Eskimo pidgins.

Fourth summary due Tuesday 11/11
Week 9 (11/18-20):


Creoles.


Socio-historical background to creole formation.


General characteristics of creoles.

Reading:


Textbook, Chap. 9.


Roberts, S. J. 2000, Nativization and the genesis of Hawaiian Creole English.


Fifth summary due Tuesday 11/18.
Week 10 (11/25-27):


Principles and constraints on contact-induced change.


Universals and substrate influence in contact-induced change.


Reading:


Siegel 1999. Transfer constraints and Melanesian Pidgin.


Winford, D. 2005. Contact-induced changes.

Week 11 (12/2-4): 

Class Presentations of Research Papers.
